


Preface 
 
Chief Librarian, Karen Olender, at the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute 
(DEOMI), created this document that provides background and reference material 
information for Black History Month 2007.  This document—and materials that support 
national observances—are posted on the Internet at: https://www.deomi.org.   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The opinions expressed in this report are those of the author, and should not be construed 
to represent the official position of DEOMI, the military Services, or the Department of 
Defense. 
 
Cover design by Mr. Pete Hemmer, Ki Corporation, contractor with the Defense Equal 
Opportunity Management Institute.  
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Black History Month 2007 
Theme: From Slavery to Freedom: Africans in the Americas 

 
The Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), 

http://www.asalh.org was founded by Carter Woodson in 1915 to promote the study of 
black history.  Each year, ASALH chooses a different theme to celebrate Black History 
Month.  For the past three years they have published, “The Woodson Review,” an 
annual magazine devoted to highlighting articles of interest and suggested reading 
materials to support the yearly theme.  The Association also sells posters and other 
media to support Black History Month observances. 
 

The 2007 theme for Black History Month honors African American historian 
John Hope Franklin.  First published in 1947, his book, From Slavery to Freedom: A 
History of Negro Americans, is recognized as one of the best comprehensive books 
written on the history of African Americans.  It has been continually revised to cover 
changes over the years in the saga of the struggle for equality and transformation of 
American society.  Now in its 8th edition, updated in 2000, Franklin has included new 
illustrations, new scholarship on slavery, the Civil War, the Reconstruction period, and 
the Harlem Renaissance.  Recent developments in African American history such as 
housing issues, justice administration, and the most recent cultural and educational 
changes are updated.  The book remains the most authoritative book on African 
American history.  
 

In 2005, John Hope Franklin published his autobiography, Mirror to America, 
relating the story of his life from his birth in Oklahoma in 1915, his struggle with the 
prevailing racial climate to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard, and becoming the first black 
historian to become a full professor at a white institution of higher learning—Brooklyn 
College.  His many achievements include Chair of the University of Chicago’s history 
department, John B. Duke Professor at Duke University, head of President Clinton’s 
Initiative on Race, and a 1995 winner of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
 

Listing of Suggested Books 
 
A Nation Under our Feet  
Hahn, Steven (2003)  
Cambridge, MA.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press 
• Focuses on the growth of black political activism from generations of slavery to the 

1920’s. 
 
Before the Mayflower: A History of the Negro in America 1619-1964   
Bennett, Lerone Jr. (1964)  
New York: Penguin Books 
• This is another respected history of African Americans.  The beginning of the title 

is based on the story of twenty Negroes who were set ashore by a Dutch ship at 
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Jamestown, Virginia a year before the Mayflower landed at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. 

 
Creating Black Americans: African-American History and its Meanings, 1619 to 
the Present 
Painter, Nell Irvin (2006)   
New York: Oxford University Press 
• Princeton historian Painter has written a history of African Americans, providing an 

illustrated book with historical points emphasized with artworks by black artists. 
 

Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965 
Williams, Juan (1987)   
New York: Viking Penguin Inc. 
• This is a companion volume to the PBS Television Series of the same title that 

traces the history of the civil rights movement.  
 
Harlem Renaissance   
Howes, Kelly King (2001)   
Detroit, MI.: Gale Group 
• A comprehensive overview of the history of people and events that occurred in 

Harlem, New York City in the 1920’s.  The book is divided into two sections: an 
almanac with seven chapters featuring excerpts of fiction and poetry; and a 
biography section that covers the lives of fifteen authors, artists, and musicians 
including Bessie Smith and Langston Hughes. 

 
Remembering Jim Crow: African Americans Tell about Life in the Segregated 
South
(2001)  
New York: New Press 
• Interviews collected by the Behind the Veil Project at Duke University’s Center for 

Documentary Studies, tell the stories of how racial oppression affected black 
southerners in their daily activities.   

 
To Make Our World Anew: A History of African Americans
(2000) Edited by Robin D.G. Kelly and Earl Lewis   
New York: Oxford University Press 
• Eleven historians chronicle five centuries of African-American struggles for 

freedom, identity and political power. 
 

Recommended Audiovisual Media 
 
Rise and Fall of Jim Crow 
(2002)  
New York: Quest Productions, VideoLine Productions and Thirteen/WNET New York 
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• Looks at race relations from the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement.  A four-
part series, 56 minutes each part. 

 
Slavery and the Making of America 
(2005) 
New York: Ambrose Video Publishing, Inc. 
• Four part series narrated by Morgan Freeman.  Part 1 covers the period 1619 

through 1739, focusing on the origins of slavery in America.  Part 2 features the 
1740’s through the 1830’s, when slavery expanded in the Americas, and the start of 
the emancipation movement.  Part 3 spans from 1800 to the start of the Civil War, 
when the abolitionist movement started and became a political issue.  Part 4 covers 
the Civil War, Reconstruction, and beyond. 

 
Web Sites of Interest 

 
African American History. University of Washington Libraries.     
http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/tm/black.html
• A good annotated index link to other African-American history web sites. 
 
African American History and Culture 
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/afroam.htm
• An index of African American history web sites.  
 
The African-American Mosaic 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html
• This is a link to the Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study of Black 

History & Culture. 
 
Black History Month 
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhm1.html
• Lists information on time lines, historic occurrences, notable speeches, and 

contemporary issues. 
 
From Slavery to Freedom: The African-American Pamphlet Collection 1822-1909 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aapchtml/aapchome.htmll
• Features 396 pamphlets from the Rare Book and Special Collections Division of the 

Library of Congress. Includes authors Frederick Douglass, Mary Church Terrell, 
and Booker T. Washington. 
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